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' dge County Publie flealth Mp&.&t&*umt
is a:be‘u: to egtablizh three permanent pro-
graung, in t‘xm genaral aresns, with satalite
facilities throughout the wounty, namely,

a. housing facilitlcae (half-way houses)

' for those mrparienaing psychiatric
disability. &8 to this axca of
operation the dapartmnt does not qualify
under Chapter 11} 1/2 Sm:ti,m 20c23.
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b, V. D. clinics.

¢. home nursing care.

® & ® % * ®* *® * & & € &

l. Does a county public health department,
under Chapter 1lll 1/2 Section 20cl3 have
the authority to purchase an apartment
building for the purpose of providing
housing facilities (half-way house) for
those who may have experienced a recent
psychiatric hospitalization, and those
who are experiencing a psychiatric dis-
ability to the extent that it has tempo-
rarily hindered their ability to function
independently?

2. Does a county public health department,
under Chapter 11l 1/2 Section 20cl3 have
the authority to maintain and provide
care and treatment facilities for those
afflicted with venereal diseases?

3. Does a county public health department,
under Chapter 111 1/2 Section 20¢l3 have
the authority to maintain and provide
home nursing care to the citizens of the
county?"

Section 25,12 of An Act to revise the law in re-
lation to counties® (Ill, Rev. Stats. 1972 Supp., ch. 34,
par. 419) provides in part:

“§25.12, During the period that ‘An Act in re-

lation to the establishment and maintenance of

county and multiple-county public¢ health depart~-

ments’, approved July 9, 1943, as amended, is in

force in the particular county, to:

(1) do all acts and make all regulations which
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wmay bo necessary or expedient for the promotion
of health or the suppression of disease;

* » » » » * *

(2) provide gratuitous vaccination and
disinfection;

(3) require reports of dangerously communica-
ble diseases;

(4) incur expenses necessary for the perform-
ance of powers hareinabove set forth:

(3) adopt resclutions for the regulations
issued under paragraph 1 or to require reports
under paragraph 3. A violation of any such
resolution is a petty cffense.

Sections 14 and 15.1 of "An Act in relation to
the establishment and mreintenance ¢f county and multiple-
county public health departments,” (Ill. Rev. Stats. 1971,
ch. 111v1/2.‘pars. 20cl3, 20c¢l3.1) which read in part:

"g§l4. 'The board of health of each county ox
multiple~county health department shall:s ‘

* & * * - ] % L

4. Provide, equip and maintain suitable ‘
offices, facllities and appliances for the health
department;

% » ® * ® * L *

6. Within its jurisdietion, and professional
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and technical competence, enforce and observe 2ll
State laws pertaining to the preservation of health,
and all county and municipal ordinances except as
otherwise provided in this Act;

7. Within its jurisdiction, and professiocnal
ani technical competence, investigate the existence
of any contagious or infectious disease and adopt

. meaguras, nhot inconsistent with the regulations of
the State Department of Public Hoalth, to arrest
the rgress of tha same:;

« % * ] w - ] @

15. Establish and carry out programs and
services in mental health, including mental retarda-
tion, not inconeistent with the regulations of
the Department of Mental Healthy

.0 * % » ® * * *

The board of health of each county or nul=-
tiple-county health department may:

1. Initiste and carry out programs and acti=-
vities of all kinds, not inconsistent with law,
that mavy be deemed necessary or desirable in the
promotion and protection of health and in the
control of disease:;

* & * *® & L L *

€15.1 The board of health of each county or
multiple-county health department is authorized
to lease or to acquire by purchase, construction,
leage~purchase agreement or otherwise and take
title in its name and te give a purchase money
nortgage, maintain, repair, remodel or improve,
such real estate as may be reasonably necessary
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for the housing and proper functioning of such
health department. Money in the County Health
™ind may be used for such purposes, * %  #¢

My anewer to your first gquestion is "ves®". 1In
f?aming your firat cuestion you refer to section 24 of the
Act, (Ill. Rev. Stats. 1971, ch. 111 1/2, par. 20c23) and
state that the DuPage County Public Health Department does
not qualify under that section. I assume you mean that the
DuPage County Board has not enacted a resolution as provided
in that gection and is not authorizel to levy additional
taxes provided therein. DuPage CQunty‘is. of course, a
county of population of more Lhan 300,000 and less than
1,000,000 inhabitanteg as provided in said section 24, It
is my opinion that failure of the countv board to pfoceed
pndar section 24 does not affect the pcuer of the Board of
Health to establish anﬁ carry out a mental health program
as provided in seétion ¥4, sub-gection 15 (quoted, supra)
which sub~gection contains a grant of authority to the Board
of Health of'the DuPage County Health Department to eatablish
such programs. It is noteworthy that the content of suk-

paragraph 5 of section 14 (Ill. Rev. Stats. 1269, ch. 111 1/2,
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par. 20cl3)was a power which a Board of Health "may"
empley, and has now, by being transposed to its current
position, becoma a power which the Board of Health “shall'l
employ.

SuPage County has established a2 County Public
Health Departmer: under the provisions of "An Act in relation
to}tha esteblishment and maintenance of county and multiple-
county public health departments®. (I1l. Rev., Stata. 1971,
ch. 111 1/2, pars. 20c=-20c23, Hereinafter called Fhe County
Health Department Act.) The DuPage County Board, therefore,
has the powers ahumarated in section 25.12 of "An A&t to
~revise the law in relation to counties. (Supza, hereinafter
called The Counties Act.) it is my opinion that under said
section 25.12 and under the quoted provisions of sections
14 and 15,1 of The Count, Health Department Act there is
ample aunthority to purchase.an apartmant huilding as related
in vour first question. You will nota that sub~paragraph 4
of said section 14 graats authority to equip and maintain
“facilitiea“. sub-paragraph 1% authorized mental health
programs and said section 15.1 authorizes the Board of

Health to acquire real estaie by purchase.
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The answer to vour second sguestion is "vea".
The county boarﬁ undler gsection 25.12 of The Counties Act
(ggggg) has.powwr with reference to suppression of digease
while the County Board of Health under sub-paragraph 7 of
section 14 of The County Health Department Act has the power
to adopt measurct teo arrest the progress of any contagious
or infectious disease. Certainlv, venereal disease falls
within that categorv. The power to maintéiﬁ and provide
facilities for such care =zid treatment, again, is provided
under sub=-paragraph 4 of section 14 and section 15.1.
(Cited gupra.)

The answer to your third éuestion is "ves". The
DuPage :‘cunty Health Department can provide home nursing
care. Such authdrity, while not expressly stated, is
cleaxrly impliea from the genersl powers of a County Board
of Health ané wag assumed by the legislature to be within
those powers as evidenced by the second sul=paragraph &

of gection 14 of The County Health Act, which reads:

"6, Recommend to the county hoard or boards
the adoption of such ordinances, regulastions or
other authority as may be deemed necessary or
desirable for charging a fee for apecialized
inspections, testing, and home healili servic
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when such services in the judgment of the State
Department of Public Health are not adequately
available in the county through other sources.
‘Fees 80 collected to be credited to the County
Health Pund or to the account of the multiple-
county health department."” (Emphasis supplied.)

Necesaary implications and intendments f£rom the

language used in a statute may be resorted tc in order to

ascertain the legislative intent. (U.S, v. Jonem, 204 ¥,

24 743.)

In conclusion, the angwer to zll three of your

questiong is in the affirmative.

Vegy truly yours, ‘

ATTORNEY GENERAL




